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Plotinus, Enneads V.2.1:

“The One is all things and is not one thing. For it is the principle of all things, but is not
those things, though all things are like it, for they did, in a way, find their way back to the
intelligible world, or rather they are not there yet but will be.”

V2.1 Sl guldl b ]
<K Ol e NI R TR S PRI 5 ’i,\”@; Bty Bty ol2YI 5 o delyh
oy ) ot § 6o el W1 ) e s 6 e e ] 3]t oL

e Jri 1,

* \

Plotinus, Enneads I11.8.9:

“It must, however, be a principle and be prior to everything so that everything can exist after
it. And if it is each one of all things separately, first any one will be identical with any other
and next, all will be together and nothing will be distinct. And for this reason, it is none of

all things, but prior to all things.”
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Plotinus, Enneads VI.9.7:

“If you become unfocused in your view, since the One is none of these things, you should
rely on them, and use them to form your vision. Do not form your vision by diverting your
thought elsewhere. It does not lie somewhere bare of other things, it is always present to

anyone with the power touch it, and it is not present to anyone without this power.”
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Plotinus, Enneads V.1.6:

“how from a unity, such as we say the One is, anything acquired real existence, whether
multiplicity or duality or number; why it did not remain by itself, but why instead such a
multiplicity flowed from it — a multiplicity which, though seen among Beings, we judge
appropriate to refer back to it. ... How, then, does this happen, and what should we think

about what is near to the One while it reposes? A radiation of light comes from it, though it
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reposes, like the light from the sun, in a way encircling it, eternally coming from it while it
reposes. And all beings, so long as they persist, necessarily, due to the power present in them,
produce from their own substantiality a real, though dependent, existent around themselves
directed to their exterior, a sort of image of the archetypes from which it was generated. ...
What, then, must we say about that which is most perfect? Nothing can come from it except
what is next greatest after it. And the greatest thing after it, the second greatest thing, is
Intellect. For Intellect sees the One and is in need of it alone. But the One has no need of
Intellect. And that which is generated from something greater than Intellect is Intellect; and
Intellect is greater than all other things, because other things come after it. For example,
Soul is an expressed principle derived from Intellect and a certain activity, just as Intellect
is an activity of the One. But Soul’s expressed principle is murky, for it is a reflection of
Intellect and, due to this, it must look to Intellect. Similarly, Intellect has to look to the One,
so that it can be Intellect. ... Everything longs for that which generated it and loves this,
especially when there is just generator and that which is generated. And ‘whenever what is
best is the generator’, that which is generated must necessarily be found with it, since they

are only separated by being different.”
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Plotinus, Enneads IV.8.4:

“As for particular souls, they actually employ an intellectual desire in their reversion to that
from which they derive, but they also possess a power directed towards this world, like a
light which is attached on its upper side to the sun, but which on its lower side does not

begrudge what service it can provide;”
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Plotinus, Enneads VI1.9.10:

“How is it, then, that one does not remain in the intelligible world?

In fact, it is because one has not yet exited wholly from here. There will be a time when
the vision there is continuous, because one is no longer impeded by any bodily impediment.
What had the vision is not what is impeded but something else which, when the seeing part
makes the vision cease, does not cease from scientific understanding, found in the proofs,
beliefs, and arguments of the soul. Seeing, and what was in a state of seeing, is no longer
reason, but greater than reason, prior to reason, and superior to reason, as is what is seen. In
seeing oneself, then, one will see oneself to be such, or better, one will be in intimate contact

with oneself as being such and such, and will perceive oneself as having become simple.”
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The Tripartite Tractate (NHC L5):

“Yet as for him, in his own existence, being and form, it is impossible for mind to conceive
him, nor can any speech convey him, nor can any eye see him, nor can any body grasp him,
because of his inscrutable greatness and his incomprehensible depth, and his immeasurable
height, and his illimitable will.”
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The Gospel of Truth (NHC L,3):
“ignorance of the Father brought about anguish and terror; and the anguish grew solid like a

fog, so that no one was able to see. ... But what comes into existence in him is knowledge,

which appeared in order that oblivion might vanish and the Father might be known.”
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The Gospel of Philip (NHC II,3), “Truth” passage:
“Truth did not come into the world naked, but it came in types and images. The world will

not receive truth in any other way.”
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The Gospel of Truth (NHC 1,3):

“Each one of his words is the work of his one will in the revelation of his Word. While they
were still depths of his thought, the Word which was first to come forth revealed them along
with a mind that speaks, the one Word in silent grace. He was called thought, since they
were in it before being revealed. It came about then, that he was first to come forth at the

time when the will of him who willed desired it.”
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The Tripartite Tractate (NHC L,5):
“They did not exalt themselves, when they were saved, as if there were nothing existing

before them, but they confess that they have a beginning to their existence and they desire
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this: to know him who exists before them.”
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The Gospel of Truth (NHC I,3):

“Through this, the gospel of the one who is searched for, which <was> revealed to those
who are perfect through the mercies of the Father, the hidden mystery, Jesus, the Christ,
enlightened those who were in darkness through oblivion. He enlightened them; he showed

(them) a way; and the way is the truth which he taught them.”
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Ginza Rabba, The Great Treasure, An equiva- :‘:;.\MU p Jl;‘y\ el Cang U CLLEL\’.\,(&L:S

Lo ~ cent translation of the Mandaean Holy Book, 2nd edition (Al-Saadi and Al-Saadi 2019)
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Ginza Rabba, Right Ginza 1:

“In the name of the Great Hayyi

I praise You with a pure heart, my Lord, Great Hayyi. You are the Sublime of the worlds
of light. You are richest in all things, and You are the highest above all other things.
Distinguished from all worlds of light We ask You for healing and victory, guidance for our
souls, guidance for our hearing and speech, and we ask You for mercy and forgiveness. We

abide in You our Lord, Lord of the universe.”
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Ginza Rabba, Right Ginza 11:
“THE FIRST ILLUMINATION

The light was inside the Mana, and illumination was sent from Him. From Him, the inner

Yardni flowed. From them, the great Yardna flowed. From the great Yardna came the great
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prime hidden Nkufta, from which Mara ’d Rabutha, lord of all the Uthri, and father of all
the teachers of the faith emerged.”
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Ginza Rabba, Left Ginza 1:

“Then he arose and removed the body of flesh and blood,
and put on the body of brightness and light.

He put on the luminous, splendid clothes,

covered his head with the pure turban,

and ascended to the World of Light,

surrounded by Uthri and angels.”

)Lw\j‘ CL) \Jm{
MLAJJL’ M\‘) L;EP) 64..‘,.” AN‘)}J\ uLJ\ ‘_;v\")‘) .‘))J‘) 9\.‘,.” W w\J} Cr.).”} (’A\ W da-) W f'))
RN ‘5be ble sl (llc AL dmao g <5 pllall

s 41 oo e Y eObal) B G - eV A il Bl Loy 313530 o) Vs
ALty Gl o e it gl o ) plladly AV, G Ve sy b ¢ 28 o

Ginza Rabba, Right Ginza 5:

“After bowing down a long time before them, I said, “He whose brightness is from Your
brightness, and whose light is from Your light, accompanied by the assistants You have
provided him, and the Great Mystery that You have bestowed upon him, how could he

hesitate or be afraid? And how could all gates not open before him?”
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“T entered all their worlds, spoke to them like one of their own and secured all their secrets.

When I left, I locked the gates to each of their worlds and tightly sealed the locks, so that

239

none could reach the other.
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Ginza Rabba, Left Ginza 3:

“Through the gates of the prison, the splendor of Sunday crossed, and the gate became full of
light. When the souls saw the radiance and the light of Manda °d Hayyi, they rejoiced, even
though they are bound with chains.”
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Ginza Rabba, Right Ginza 1:

“Blessed are the righteous and faithful who acknowledge and recognize You; they will ascend

to the realm of light in victory.”
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Ginza Rabba, Right Ginza 9:

“If you become a NaSuraya, each of your virtues will be a weapon to help those of exemplary
honesty. You are helping them through faith, integrity, knowledge, wisdom, learning, suppli-
cation, prayer and glorification, charity, goodness, humility, perfection, purity, compassion,
mercy, insight, and the love of truthfulness.

The apex of truthfulness is not to distort speech, so do not lie or deceive others.

The apex of faith is to believe that the Great Hayyi is the most constant in all virtues.

The apex of integrity is to judge yourself.

The apex of gnosis is not to be controlled by your temptations.

The apex of knowledge is not to put yourself in jeopardy.

The apex of wisdom is not to be playful among the believers.

2»
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Ginza Rabba, Right Ginza 17:
““They will take a path, and set signs upon the borders. Only through knowledge can they
ascend. Only with the knowledge that came from the House of Life will they ascend, awaken

the sleepers, and set the exalted luminaries in their places.”
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Ginza Rabba, Left Ginza 1:
““Shitil, son of Adam:

Come, die as if you were never created.
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Your soul yearns to return to the great home, from which she came, the world of her Father,
the King of Light.””
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Avicenna, al-Shifa’, llahiyyat VIIL.1:

“The first thing we ought to do in this is to show that the causes are in all respects finite, that
in each of their classes there is a first principle, that the Principle of all of them is one, that
He differs from all [other] existents, that He alone is the Necessary Existent, and that, in the

case of every [other] existent, the beginning of its existence is from Him.”
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Avicenna, al-Shifa’, llahiyyat VIIL4:

“the Necessary Existent is one, nothing sharing with Him in His rank, and thus nothing other
than Him is a necessary existent. Since nothing other than Him is a necessary existent, He is
the principle of the necessitation of the existence of everything, necessitating [each thing]
either in a primary manner or through an intermediary. If the existence of everything other
than Him derives from His existence, He is [the] First. We do not mean by “the First” an idea
that is added to the necessity of His existence so that, by it, the necessity of His existence
becomes multiple, but by it we mean a consideration of His relation to [what is] other [than

Him]”

VIIL4 SLAYI esladdl clpw )

?'L*S:' ‘Jgié J‘;} ~.>)>-)” ;,a-‘} o‘;}i: 29.9: o)Q‘J)\a f/UJ,b c;-%sf: 41,0'/ %3 &LQ‘Y L.\»\) .>)>-}H ;.,a.-\)))
136 oy ol sl o2 Je UWosprs cmm o 5y Sl e 2 08 ol Crly o
S350 o 115 e D W g Ldy o3V b conry p Iolins olp o 8 5y OF
ol g Lo d\‘w;b&\ 4 o el 55daza 03559 89 p2 ol Cut (0355

Tl Sf AY) 3 ey D 0S8 il o 36T G AV Tal) By L)) ods
O e A 5zl ) o] BoSaal deloall o (55 Ol pylailly vl 3 e s 5 6T Yy o)y
COUemlly BV Sl glal) 505 e 9 e i i L By a7 Y
é:\aﬂ‘ Z\LL&}_) (J};J\_, GQM‘ 2-4-4
5,4 (l\,){ bl alas sl pg L o) OB (s 24 Je sl o) Corlgy ol o Vﬁ)\ Je
Ssme Jo 25l gty 3 UM e ) Bliae Ul ¥ AW S e Vo e OF L 2y il

26



s Y B 3 ey 54l i)

Avicenna, al-Shifa’, llahiyyat VIIL.é6:

“The Necessary Existent is pure intellect because He is an essence dissociated from matter in
every respect. You have known that the cause that prevents a thing from being apprehended
intellectually is matter and its attachments, not [the thing’s] existence. As for formal
existence, this is intellectual existence through which, if it resides in a thing, intellectual
apprehension of the thing comes about. That which bears the possibility of attaining it is an
intellect in potency, and that which attains it after potentiality is an intellect in act, by way
of fulfillment. That for which [the form] is its essence is in itself an intellect. Likewise He is
a pure intelligible, because that which impedes a thing from being an intelligible is its being

in matter and its attachments. This is the impediment preventing [the thing] from being an

intellect. This has been made evident to you.”
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Avicenna, al-Shifa’, llahiyyat IX.4:

“It has become evident to us from previous [discussions] that the separated intellects are
numerically many. Therefore, they do not come into existence from the first simultaneously;
but it must be the case that the highest of them is the first existent [proceeding] from Him,

followed successively by one intellect after another.”
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Avicenna, al-Shifa’, llahiyyat X.1:

“The best of people is the one whose soul is perfected [by becoming] an intellect in act and
who attains the morals that constitute practical virtues. The best of [the latter] is the one
ready [to attain] the rank of prophethood. This is the one who, in his psychological powers,
has three distinctive properties which we have mentioned -namely, that he hears the speech
of God, exalted be He, and sees His angels that have been transformed for him into a form he
sees. We have shown the manner of this. We have shown that the angels take visible shape
for the person who receives revelation and that there occurs in his hearing a voice, [coming]
from the direction of God and His angels. He thus hears it without this being speech from

people and the terrestrial animal. This is the one to whom revelation is given.”
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Aquinas, Summa Theologiae (ST) I, q.12, a.7:

“On the contrary, Augustine says (De Trin. iv, 6,7): “God is truly and absolutely simple.”

I answer that, The absolute simplicity of God may be shown in many ways. First, from
the previous articles of this question. For there is neither composition of quantitative parts
in God, since He is not a body; nor composition of matter and form; nor does His nature
differ from His “suppositum”; nor His essence from His existence; neither is there in Him
composition of genus and difference, nor of subject and accident. Therefore, it is clear that

God is nowise composite, but is altogether simple.”
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Aquinas, ST, q.13, a.11:

“T answer that, This name HE WHO IS is most properly applied to God, for three reasons:
First, because of its signification. For it does not signify form, but simply existence itself.
Hence since the existence of God is His essence itself, which can be said of no other (Question
3, Article 4), it is clear that among other names this one specially denominates God, for
everything is denominated by its form.

Secondly, on account of its universality. For all other names are either less universal, or,
if convertible with it, add something above it at least in idea; hence in a certain way they

inform and determine it... ”
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Aquinas, ST I, q.45, a.1:

‘T answer that, As said above (I:44:2), we must consider not only the emanation of a particular
being from a particular agent, but also the emanation of all being from the universal cause,
which is God; and this emanation we designate by the name of creation. Now what proceeds

by particular emanation, is not presupposed to that emanation; as when a man is generated,
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he was not before, but man is made from “not-man,” and white from “not-white.” Hence
if the emanation of the whole universal being from the first principle be considered, it is
impossible that any being should be presupposed before this emanation. For nothing is the
same as no being. Therefore as the generation of a man is from the “not-being” which is

“not-man,” so creation, which is the emanation of all being, is from the “not-being” which is
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“nothing.”.
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Aquinas, ST, q.19, a.3:

“As the divine essence is necessary of itself, so is the divine will and the divine knowledge;
but the divine knowledge has a necessary relation to the thing known; not the divine will
to the thing willed. The reason for this is that knowledge is of things as they exist in the
knower; but the will is directed to things as they exist in themselves. Since then all other
things have necessary existence inasmuch as they exist in God; but no absolute necessity so
as to be necessary in themselves, in so far as they exist in themselves; it follows that God

knows necessarily whatever He wills, but does not will necessarily whatever He wills.”
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Aquinas, ST, q.12, a.12:

“T answer that, Our natural knowledge begins from sense. Hence our natural knowledge can
go as far as it can be led by sensible things. But our mind cannot be led by sense so far as to
see the essence of God; because the sensible effects of God do not equal the power of God as
their cause. Hence from the knowledge of sensible things the whole power of God cannot be
known; nor therefore can His essence be seen. But because they are His effects and depend
on their cause, we can be led from them so far as to know of God “whether He exists,” and to
know of Him what must necessarily belong to Him, as the first cause of all things, exceeding

all things caused by Him.”
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Aquinas, ST I, q.13, a.1:
“T answer that, Since according to the Philosopher (Peri Herm. i), words are signs of ideas,
and ideas the similitude of things, it is evident that words relate to the meaning of things

signified through the medium of the intellectual conception. It follows therefore that we
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can give a name to anything in as far as we can understand it. Now it was shown above
(q:12:11 and q:12:12) that in this life we cannot see the essence of God; but we know God
from creatures as their principle, and also by way of excellence and remotion. In this way
therefore He can be named by us from creatures, yet not so that the name which signifies
Him expresses the divine essence in itself. Thus the name “man” expresses the essence of
man in himself, since it signifies the definition of man by manifesting his essence; for the

idea expressed by the name is the definition.”
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